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lmost 6,000 feet above Palm 
Springs, the Santa Ana winds 

rifle through the desert-brown 
canyons in the San Jacinto 
Mountains. The blow, it turns 
out, is an appropriately high-
velocity companion to the vehicle 
we’re driving: Audi’s redesigned 
S5 Coupe. 

Building on the refreshed 
styling of the new A5, the more 
athletic Sport version introduces 
sharper edges to the already 
stylish coupe. Its body looks com-
paratively windswept—as if gusts 
have blown away the smoother 
curves of the previous generation, 
revealing muscular creases.

Speaking of muscular, the S5 
brings a bounty of power and 
torque (354 horsepower and 
369 pound feet, respectively) 
courtesy of a newly turbocharged 
V6 engine. The acceleration is 
so smooth it can sneak up on 
the driver—a dangerous propo-
sition on the tarmac that twists 
tightly through the rugged San 
Jacintos. Fortunately, the body 
control and braking are excellent, 
and the handling is noticeably 
improved, particularly in gear 
transitions. Shave speed into a 
mountain sweeper, mash the 
throttle when the corner opens, 

and let the Audi’s quattro all-
wheel-drive carry you through. 
Turn-in is precise, but, as with 
all modern cars, I’d appreciate 
more feedback.

The driver’s seat, however, 
offers plenty of feedback via 
Audi’s rich Virtual Cockpit 
display. A pleasing-to-the-
touch mix of metal, leather, and 
Alcantara complements the 
high-fidelity instrument panel. 
Plus, Audi’s Connect service, 

• Audi S5, $54,600

The Hotel

• Hidden discreetly behind 
high walls and hedges, The 
Parker Palm Springs is a 
verdant oasis in the Coachella 
Valley. A lush garden with 
mazelike paths, a croquet 
lawn, and two serene outdoor 
pool areas forms a green 
sanctuary for the rich and 
famous (previous owners have 
included Gene Autry and Merv 
Griffin). Redesigned in 2016, 
the Parker now features whim-
sically hip, California-casual 

salmon al pastor, and the triple-
wagyu-pattied Cortez the Killer 
burger. kingshighwaydiner.com

The Hat

• You can always count on 
three things in Palm Springs: 
sun, heat, and Rat Pack refer-
ences. Defend yourself against 
the first two while inviting the 

third by picking up this 
straw Scala Panama 

Skimmer Hat from 
the best haber-
dashery in town, 

Hats Unlimited. 
$130, hatsunlimited.com

decor from Jonathan Adler. 
theparkerpalmsprings.com

The Restaurant

• King’s Highway at the Ace 
Hotel refers to itself as a road-
side diner, and the building did 
in fact once house a Denny’s, 
but the cuisine here transcends 
coffee and pie, thanks to Carlos 
Salgado, who took over earlier 
this year after winning 
acclaim at Orange 
County’s Taco María. 
Heart-stopping menu 
options include 
fried sturgeon tacos, 

The Essentials

A featuring Google Earth, Google 
Voice Search, and real-time fuel 
price, parking, and traffic light 
information, will keep you on the 
right track. I would discourage 
anyone too tall from trying to 
squeeze into the rear seats, but 
that’s somewhat expected. The 
S5’s main mission is providing 
composed comfort for two at 
speed—the kind of speed that, 
when prodded, will blow over the 
road like a desert wind.

palm	springs	
paradise	

mystic	desert	vibes	
and	hollywood	cool	
converge	in	this	hip	

oasis﹒	escape	the	winter	
chill	and	book	now	at	
united﹒com	or	on	the	

united	app﹒

Story Jan Tegler

Dry Run
Racing the wind through the arid San Jacinto Mountains 

in the Audi S5 Coupe

The Audi S5 Coupe 
handles the San Jacinto 

mountain curves

R1_RHAP1217_018_Day_Tripper_Audi_S5.indd   18R1_RHAP1217_018_Day_Tripper_Audi_S5.indd   18 14/11/2017   09:3014/11/2017   09:30


