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awkward profile of the previous 
model with a flowing arc that suc-
ceeds in bringing the Panamera’s 
911 sibling to mind: Out with the 
hunchback, in with the fastback. 
Longer, slightly wider, and just 
a hair taller, the new car looks 
smaller and more athletic. It’s a 
marked improvement.

Four-door “coupes” don’t 
always yield comfortable cab-
ins, but Porsche worked hard 
to ensure that the Panamera 

retained generous dimensions. 
Front or rear, there’s room to 
get comfy, and soft leather and 
attractive trim abound. Quiet 
reigns in the Normal driving set-
ting. Twist the steering wheel–
mounted sport response button 
to Sport or Sport-Plus and the 
engine bellows—albeit rather 
politely. I’d actually like a bit 
more noise to enter the cabin in 
the more sporting driving modes 
to complement the slingshot 

acceleration I feel when engag-
ing the launch control. Turbo 
boost builds exponentially, 
rocketing the sedan to 60 mph 
in 3.4 to 3.6 seconds, according 
to Porsche. It might be quicker, 
but it’s hard to tell.

While the Panamera’s corner-
ing limits and outright speed are 
unquestionably high, its steering 
and chassis don’t transmit much 
feel to the driver. The Turbo zig-
zags at an impressive pace on the 
narrow roads skirting the Isar 
River, but the sensation isn’t so 
different from cruising through 
the picture-perfect Bavarian spa 
towns surrounding Lake Tegern-
see just to the east.

That’s a strength, given the 
new Panamera’s dual mission 
of being fast and luxurious. 
I’d prefer a bit more tactility, 
but I suspect most drivers will 
be wowed by the Panamera 
Turbo’s sheer speed. It’s hard 
not to be.

Above: the Turbo’s 
smoother, more athletic 
exterior; below: swipe 
the 12.3-inch Porsche 

Communication 
Management screen 
just like you would 

an iPhone

The Car

• 2017 Porsche Panamera 
Turbo, $146,900

The Hotel

• Perched on a southern-facing 
slope above the town of Tegern-
see, Das Tegernsee overlooks 
the four-mile-long subalpine 
lake of the same name. At once 
modern and traditional, the 

hotel combines four stylisti-
cally distinct houses in a unique 
ensemble emphasizing unobtru-
sive luxury amid Oberbayern’s 
natural beauty. dastegernsee.de

The Restaurant

• Just a 15-minute drive from 
the hotel is the only three-
Michelin-star spot in Bavaria, 
Restaurant Überfahrt. 

Two prix-fixe menus offer fun 
dishes like Knockin’ on Heaven’s 
Door (langoustine, leeks, and 
vin jaune) and Frodo’s Garden 
(sweetbread with carrot, 
mushrooms, and egg yolk). 
seehotel-ueberfahrt.com

The Hat

• Roll down the windows, 
breathe in that mountain air, 

and slip on this extra-fine 
merino wool hat from 
Jil Sander to keep warm. 
$150, jilsander.com

The Essentials 

live	fast	in	munich	
united	offers	nonstop	

flights	year-round	
from	chicago﹐	new	
york/newark﹐	and	

washington/dulles﹐	
as	well	as	seasonal	

service	from	houston﹒	
book	your	flight	
on	united﹒com	or	

united’s	mobile	app﹒

$150, jilsander.com
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